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Two Partners got the chance to work for Herts Young Homeless, JL Watford’s charity of the
year 2010/12, on a Golden Jubilee secondment. Their roles couldn’t be more different with
Personnel’s Gina Broderick working in Human Resources and Womenswear’s Sharon Gower

in Marketing and PR. Part two of two features asks Sharon how she found her experience... 

Why did you decide to join the Golden
Jubilee?
I decided to take on the Golden Jubilee
secondment at Herts Young Homeless
(HYH) as it was a way I could give
something back to the community. HYH
does such fantastic work by supporting
young homeless people and providing a
network of services to help them feel safe
and protected.

What was your role and function?
I was a Marketing and Public Relations Officer.
I was a part of the team who was the
mouthpiece of the charity communicating our
work to the outside world. I also worked with
the team on strategy and events to promote
the charity’s work

Is it a decision that you were glad you made?
I liked the fact the experience took me out
of my comfort zone as marketing and
public relations is an area which was
completely new to me. It was one of the
best decisions that I have no regrets in
taking on the challenge.

What did you find most rewarding?
It has to be helping to organise a golf event
at Top Golf Watford. We raised well over
£4,000 and it was really important as it will
help finance their good work.

What is the one thing you could say that
you have helped HYH achieve?
I felt as though I was able to contribute a
lot. Collating donated prizes and donations
received for the golf event and the leaflet
dropping for our sleep-out in December
last year were two important tasks and
hopefully, I helped give HYH more
exposure.

What type of skills and experience have
you been able to bring back to your role
here in John Lewis?
This experience has really enhanced my
interpersonal skills. I am much more
confident and persistent. I am more
organised and my telephone skills have
improved. I have been taught that whatever

challenging situation is put in front of me, I
can deal with it and learn from it.

Has this inspired you to do more charity or
community work?
I would love to do more charity work, so
much so that I will be working with HYH
more in the future. I am also looking at
what opportunities may be available at the
charity Bliss - who give vital support and
care to premature babies all over the UK.

What would you say to Partners looking to
take up a Golden Jubilee secondment?
If any partners are thinking about a Golden
Jubilee Secondment it’s a good opportunity
to give some time back to a charity of your
choice and see all the hard work that
happens behind the scenes. It’s very
rewarding to know that you are helping to
make a difference and equally, it helps you
to grow as a person.
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Sharon (second from left) joined other Herts Young Homeless staff
at a golf event she helped organise. The event raised over £4,000 
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